
TO:
FROI!j:
RE:
DATE:

All [nti ties and Vol unteer Boycott Comrn1ttees
Boycott Information
Stri ke Reports
September 27, 1974

*YUi,iA LEiJiON STRIKE - There are still very few scabs in fields. Strikers
are driving up and down along the border every night and, with much
success, are ccnvincing the i11ega1s n0t to work at the ~truck ranches.
The grm>Jers have begun adverti zing for stri kebreakel"s from as far away
as Bakersfield and are promising high wages, paid transportition and a
variety of benefits. Naturally, no mention is made o'f the strike. The
growers are complaining of' losses of $200,000 a day.

~JATSONVILLE APPLE STRIKE - Horkers at the Buak apple ranch t'la1ked out on
September 23. Buak is the largest apple grower in the area and has a
Teamster contract. One hundred strikers, supposedly Teamster members,
have 5i gned UFl~ 'authori zations and the Union 1's demanding recognition.
Yesterday 40 Teamster organizers were at the ranch to harass the pickets,
and blo of our people were hospitalized after being<se'ric..us1y bea'~,~i1

by the Teamsters. Stri ker Pedro Gonza1GS suffered a Dl'''Oken arm and
required eigHt'stitthSs. 'J6se Carlo~ r~uiz~ a :UF~J tlatsonvi1~e field office
director, sustained a c,or.cuss'lon. Theil' Tcamstei'~assai1ar.t:; \'Jere not
arrested. ' '

NORTHERN CAlIFORNIA Tm~ATO STRJKE • The cannery tOffi.1to season Hill end
shortly and the strike \<'Jill ery! \'1ith it. No estimate of the growers'
losses is available at this time, but it is expected to be very high.
l-lany of the tomatoes that \'Jere harvested It:ere too gre~n to be sold.

On Sunday, September 22, the annual tomato harvest fiesta was held. A
priest invited the huel£jlJistes to att·nd.~4hen they arrived the growers and
contractors departed ami d shouts of II A1JaJo los contrati :;tas ~ II and II Abajo
los rancheros~" (Dmm VJith the conttolctors~ Down with th~ ranchr.rs~) The
strikers sang De Co1cres at the harvest fiesta and a 'l0od time \'Jas had by
all (except thegrm'>jirs~end contractors). ..

Earlier in the str';k8 one of the tO~iJ,t') grovJer~ fiH~d i3 fam'ily of seven
\"Iorkers for \"1ea ri ng ht'c1ga buttcns. Tom Da1Z(;~n of the UF"jl s Lp-J.1lCept.
demanded that tile grmv.ei~ reh ire the fami 1y a n.d pay them f~ i" the ItJork they
lost or pay them for the remainde\~ of the. :~ea;sqn even though t"",~y would not
actually work. ,Since the family had j(d;)~d th~pid:et line and Pl4l1ed out ,;;
three cre\/S tIle grower d'l dn It i-nnt th::r.l t·ack~.~o, ~ar.:h vf th9, seven \'/orkers ,\ .. '
\"1as paid over $5Otr, th,e e~uiv::l~'(~i-:~pf \'::~~t t:lf:,iF, \'~ilg8) ~/~~lld be to the end :,' r.
of the season~' for not't1/orkillg. "", .. ," ,~. ,or"

Nearly all the migrants have left: tDe ln~efe:, Gl"Jy lv~r)): pa':;JJ,e and so,me, il~:,
legals are working~ ',' ,,' "~ ,," ~r,' '::' ':,

o t ;
. . .' :"j _.} I ~ • ' . ' ; • ~ • • • .: • '.

GALLO STRI'KE"· Gallo "has been able to br1'ng 111 large :numbers of .strikebreakers.
The work force numbered bet\';een 250·28') or. fr'l day, Ser)t. 20 and \I!as down to
204 on Saturday, Sept. 21, hut by :'-1ond.::,y, Gaiio had 480 strikebreakers. A
pattern seems to be developing. UHJ o:--ganizei"s and strikers convince the
\'lOrkers to join tile strike during the lJ;cek and Gallo, through its contractors,
recruits 1arge numbers of stri keb}'eal~C\~s on V"le weekends. Thi s of course
makes the Gallo boycott all the mor:! important. (For additional information
about Gallo see the enclosed memos on'the illegals.)

*NOTE - For ad mentioned in the Yuma Re~art, see the illegals memo.
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UNtON GRAPES -
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A small grape grQWer with a UFW contract now has grapes on t~e marke~~

The c~~y is William 'SIDed' ~('&ms and the label is'Diuiond S.
... ! ,. ' . ',' '. . . >

, " ~' I', : ' ~ _' .. ,

Smeds' fi~st harVest was just finished, hew,ill be harves,ting ~gainin
'.' . " , - .'. . .-' - ....

a week or ~o':' All wiiltam'Smeds '& Sons grapes have a UFW eagle ori "the ~~~.
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The Pope has given what we. ,consider his tacit endorsement 'of the
boycott. Cesar met with the Pope at the Vatican this week and the
Pope told him, "I know of your work and I thank you for it. Your;
effort to help farm workers is very important and you must continue
working in this 'field." ' ' .

We wilL send out the complete text of the Pope's remarks as soon as
we get it. Needless to say, the' Pope's unprecedented involvement in
the boycott is a tremendous boost to the struggle and a severe setback
to the grower-Teamster axis. . J ..
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